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The Delights of Bali
Golf on the Island of the Gods
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Set Sail on a Caribbean Golfing Adventure
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Mission Accomplished
Mission Hills take the No.1 spot
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Italian Fine Wines Luxury Spas in Bintan
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Golf-time
in Paris

Aichard Castka visits the city of romance with Cathay
| falls in love with the

2acific’s Ultimate Golf Series and
capital

stunning courses that surround the French
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aris is and always will be a top
choice destination for the
discerning traveller, so the
opportunity to visit the city on a
golfing holiday was much too good to turn
down.

Paris is a city rich in culture and history,
and is a living architectural wonder. To
many, a week in Paris is a week in
paradise — fine hotels, sumptuous
cuisine and an endless supply of
outstanding wines.

It's never really been a secret but Paris is
also home to some of Europe’s finest golf
courses. Golf tourism has grown steadily
over the past few years, and the
infrastructure that supports the travelling
golfer has become much better
organised.

Arriving at Charles de Gaulle International
Airport | was met off the plane by my
guide, having spent a comfortable night in
the well-appointed business class section
of a Cathay Pacific 747. Immigration and
passport control went like clockwork and
as soon as my golf clubs arrived in the
baggage hall we set off for Chantilly Golf
Club, a mere 30-minute drive from the
airport.

A number of golf clubs in the Paris area
date back to the 1800s, and closely
resemble the famed Surrey layouts of
Wentworth and Sunningdale. Chantilly is
just such a club, with fairways lined with
oaks and pines that give each and every
hole a wonderful sense of isolation.

With just 350,000 domestic golfers the
dreaded five-hour round is unheard of in
France, as most courses see only a
handful of golfers treading the fairways,
particularly on weekdays. In August, when
the French head for the beach, the
courses are even less populated.

Part of the plan to go directly to the golf
club from the airport was to avoid the
awful traffic that pours into Paris each
morning during the rush hour. It worked.
When we headed into the city after a
thoroughly enjoyable and challenging
round at Chantilly, the roads were
remarkably clear.

We spent two nights in a small hotel
overlooking the River Seine, and then
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Watching the world go by from the
balcony of your Paris hotel room
is the perfect way to begin the day
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The Louvre is located close to major hotels
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The par-four 18™ at Paris International
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The Eiffel Tower awaits
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Hole one at Le Golf National
Le Golf National i —F R

decided to spoil ourselves with a further
two nights in the Park Hyatt Hotel, which
sits on the ultra posh Place Vendome,
about 200 metres from the Ritz.

This really is the heart of Paris. Sidewalk
cafes provide an ideal resting place for
the increasing number of visitors who
come to check out the clues of the De
Vinci Code, while gleaming storefronts
bearing the top names from the world of
couture, jewellery and horology tempt you
inside to invest serious cash on the lavish
goods on offer.

Our feast of golf continued at the
maghnificent Paris International Country
Club course, designed by none other than
Jack Nicklaus, followed by a stunning
round at the St Germain Golf Club, the
setting for nine French Opens.

For our last game, we visited the
current home of the Open, Le Golf
National, which for a public course is
truly outstanding and confirmed
the consistently high quality of golf on
offer.

Our final afternoon was spent in high style
sampling the bubbles at Moet et
Chandon's vineyard at Epernay — the
perfect way to round off a trip to the city
of lights, romance, fine foods and
fantastic golf. [EGT
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